
Lowes Court Gallery Community Asset Transfer Application

The Lowes Court Gallery Association, an incorporated charity, has occupied the Lowes Court Gallery 
on Main Street in Egremont by way of lease from the Council since 1970 and houses a locally well 
supported community facility. The tenant shows and sells a range of paintings, prints and crafts which 
by local artists and schools.   In addition, there is a TIC and a gift shop with a range of locally made 
goods.  The Association is in the process of changing their structure to form a Community Interest 
Company.

Lowes Court Gallery Association has been successfully contributing to the community and economy 
of Copeland and specifically Egremont from its premises for many years.   With the loss of the 
Copeland Borough Council grant in 2013 the Association has struggled to remain to financially 
sustainable over the past 5 years.  The Gallery currently pays an annual rent of £2,500 per annum.  
To support the community offer discussions have taken place with the Trustees and, in principle, a 
Community Asset Transfer of the premises has been agreed between the parties by way of a lease at 
a Peppercorn rent for a period of 30 years.  

Going forward, the Association aims to provide and maintain at Lowes Court, a centre with facilities 
for exhibitions and creation of works of art and all crafts, lectures, meetings, classes and other 
means of increasing the accessibility of the arts to the public in Cumbria, whilst actively working with 
local schools to promote visual arts and also enable local children to experience exhibiting their own 
work in a Gallery.   Each year local schools are invited to put forward children’s work for a one 
month exhibition, open to the public.  The Association will maintain a Tourist Information Point 
providing locals and tourists alike with information on local places to visit, and stay, as well as train 
and bus information and all local services.  The Gallery also provides a place to display notices and 
posters on local events at no cost to advertisers.

Their CAT application is being used as a case study (along with that of Kells Welfare Play Area) to trial 
the revisions to the CAT policy and operational procedures. It is submitted to illustrate how the 
procedures are being used.


